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1893
Wilson Jones Company, the inventor of 

the three ring binder, founded in Chicago 
(United States)

1992
ACCO UK and Rexel merge  
to become ACCO Europe

2005
ACCO merges with GBC to create  

ACCO Brands, the world’s largest supplier  
of branded office products

2012
ACCO Brands merges with MeadWestvaco,  

a leading manufacturer and marketer  
of school supplies, office products,  
and planning and organizing tools

ACCO Brands - History

ACCO Brands Corporation is the world’s largest supplier of branded office products.  
We are proud of our long history of industry leadership and innovation, and we are 
focused on delivering exceptional value for our customers by providing unique,  
cutting-edge, branded office products. 

In our markets around the world, we are the brand leader in a broad range of product  
categories, holding the #1 or #2 position in shredding, stapling and punching,  
filing, binding and laminating, boards, easels and laptop physical security.

1923
ACCO opens up a subsidiary in  

Peterborough (United Kingdom),  
and begins its global distribution

1997
ACCO acquires  
NOBO Group
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1947 
GBC founded in Chicago (United States)  

to manufacture and sell binding  
and laminating solutions

1971
NOBO founded in the United Kingdom  
to produce and distribute presentation  

and projection products

1939
Rexel founded in London (United  

Kingdom), initially to manufacture and 
supply stapling products, and eventually 

also filing and shredding products 

1910
Clipper Manufacturing Company  
becomes American Clip Company

1920
American Clip Company  

becomes ACCO

1981
Kensington founded in California  

(United States) to specialise  
in products for an emerging  

computer marketplace

1980
Rexel acquires Derwent (The Cumberland 
Pencil Company), the first and now the last 

pencil manufacturer in United Kingdom

1954 
Quartet founded in the United States and 

goes on to become the world’s largest  
producer of whiteboards and  

noticeboards, a position that it  
maintains today

1903
Clipper Manufacturing Company   

established in Long Island,  
New York (United States) to  

manufacture paper clips


